74&#&11; 7ic£in¢4

The Quarterly Newsletter of Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, Astoria, New York

Issue #4, Fall, 2011

IN THIS ISSUE:

% Church Events and
News Items

* News of Members

% Events in our
Community

% About our Church

% More articles and
calendar of
upcoming events at
Trinity

% Surfing the Web:
Websites you might
be interested in
visiting.

* 9/11
Commemorations

AND MUCH MORE!!

— FROM THE EDITOR

| We have a lot to remember from a rather eventful summer, including a wonderful
ﬁ visit from Pastor’s Michael and Terri Church and Theodore Church and, I'm sure,
| memories of pleasant vacations and summer outings. But also we are remembering
d heavy rains and flooding, an earthquake and a prolonged, unwelcome visit from
Irene. Which is it — The Rapture?? Or more, relatively pleasant days on our earthly
realm?? Only God knows, I'm sure.

More to the point, we have a lot of positive, community building activities coming up here at Trinity
and in Astoria/Long Island City and, dare I say, the world and every place in between. Just read this
newsletter; the variety of what we have to offer to the community and ourselves, and what the
community is offering to us and others, is quite encouraging and uplifting!

Foremost on my mind during the past week was not earthquake or tempest, but an event that
happened ten years ago. | was in my apartment, asleep in bed, when three planes hit, respectively,
WTC Tower #1, WTC, Tower #2, and the Pentagon; another plane went down in a farmer’s field
in Pennsylvania after the passengers voted to sacrifice their lives to save many others. I missed the
whole thing, broadcast live on the only television station on the air (WCBS-2; I still don’t have
cable), but I did not miss the impact of this horrific event on me and others.

I'm sure you all can recall the impact 9/11 had on your lives. The silence in the sky — no airplanes,
only the occasional fighter jet. The neighbor who never returned home that evening. The friend,
or even you, suffering from post traumatic stress and other ailments. The responses — from
Afghanistan to Iraq to the Patriot Act to “See Something? Say Something” to the loving care we
show toward those who, to this day, are still significantly affected.

Finding 9/11 tenth-anniversary memorial events was difficult, but with some digging and help from
Virginia Nartis I've found and listed some memorial services (see “Events in Our Community”).

One of the tenants of the Jewish tradition is tikun olam — in essence, recreating/restoring/rebuilding
our world. Remembering results in reactions which then result in responses. Our remembering/
response/reaction of/to 9/11 is somewhat like what we do for events in our every day life and at
Trinity. We respond with something like tz’dakah — acts of loving kindness — not because we have
to but because we are happy to do so.

Whether it be tempest, flood, horrific events, or everyday happenings, it’s good to remember where
we've been, plan for the future, and implement those plans with love. [ hope Trinity Tidings
continues to be a helpful tool in that process; many from Trinity and the wider New York
community have made this a rich tool with their contributions. I thank you!

Never Forget — Remember with Love
Mark Victor Smith, Editor
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THE PASTOR’S CORNER

“Where there is no vision, the people perish”

Proverbs 29:18, from 21* Century King James Version.

If people can't see what God is doing, they stumble all over themselves; But when they
attend to what he reveals, they are most blessed.

Proverbs 29:18 from The Message

Every organization and business that is thriving has an identifiable mission and vision able to be spoken by
all those who are a part of the organization. It puts everyone on the same page and helps everyone to focus
in the same direction.

The Disney Corporation’s mission statement is:
“We create happiness by providing the finest entertainment for people of all ages everywhere.”

Short, sweet, to the point. And broad enough to encompass what is done at Disney World, on videos, in
movies, Disney stores, on Broadway and TV and wherever Disney is engaged in its work.

Tom Massey, a consultant that the Metro NY Synod is considering to help us develop our own Mission/Vision
and Strategic plan states that organizations should have a

. Mission Promise, not just a statement but an actual promise of what we are going to do,

. and that we need to ask what our Mission Impact will be, evaluating whether we are having
any impact on society?

The “space in between” is the Strategy, from the Promise we make to the evaluation of whether we are
having any Impact. Tom continues by saying that every Mission Promise should be Clear, Concise,
Compelling— making people want to buy into it and participate — and Consistent — something we are able
to do over and over.

Our Metro NY Synod is going through this process. Our Evangelical Lutheran Church in America at the
Churchwide level is doing so as well. In a document considered at the assembly I attended this August titled,
LIFT - Living Into the Future Together, a key statement says: that the ELCA will have a priority to make support
for the work of congregations one of the highest priorities of this church. To request congregations, in
collaboration with synods, to begin, develop, review or redefine their unique mission plans by the end of 2012,
so that each congregation strengthens its capabilities and resources for witness and mission.

We at Trinity in Astoria/Long Island City have been partnered together as pastor and parish for just over a
year. We are growing numerically with folks of all ages, and have completed some programs and begun
others. It is now time for us to look at what God is calling us to do in this time and place.

Sometimes we hesitate to do this, because we have been around for such a long time and we say, “Well, we
are the church. Why should we even waste our time talking about this? Everyone KNOWS why we exist. We
tell the Good News of Jesus Love.”
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Yes, that is our mission: To “tell the old, old story of Jesus and his love.” But we are in a new age with new
ways of telling that story, and our community has gone through tremendous change in the last few years.
The demographics of Trinity have changed just in this past year. So it is time for us to have this discussion.

[ love the text from Proverbs, especially in the Message version:

“If people can't see what God is doing, they stumble all over themselves; but when they attend to
what he reveals, they are most blessed.”

When we look at Mission and Vision in this way, we realize that it is not MY vision, or even OUR shared vision
— it is about God’s Mission/Vision for us. After all, we exist as a congregation because GOD has called us into
existence and continuing to nurture and sustain us.

We want EVERYONE that is connected with Trinity to play a part helping us articulate this Mission and Vision.
Whether you are a member, associate member, or regular worship attendee, you are a part of our family of
Christians here and your input is important to us.

On Saturday, October 8, Pastor Kathleen Koran of the Bishop’s office will lead us in a part day retreat of
Worship, Bible study and conversation helping us to develop our Mission Promise to God, ourselves and the
larger community. We will begin in the late morning and finish before too late in the afternoon. Lunch will
be provided. Put this on your calendar now and make every effort to be here and have your input.

Later in the fall, Trinity member, Dr. Eric Rodriguez will lead us through a survey which will help to “flesh out”
our sense of what God is calling us to be and do — “putting legs on our Mission Promise.” (More about that
venture later.)

This is a very exciting time to be at Trinity. | am honored to be your pastor and thrilled that God is moving
us forward into new mission opportunities. It reminds me of the words from St. Peter on Pentecost Day, in
his sermon to the thousands in Jerusalem, quoting Joel:

“And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour my Spirit upon all flesh, and your
sons and daughters shall prophesy, And your young men shall see visions,
and your old men shall dream dreams;

Yea, and on my menservants and maidservants in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they
shall prophesy. And I will show wonders in the heaven above and on the earth beneath.”
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May God'’s Spirit be poured upon us abundantly in these next months as we discern what God is doing
in our midst.

In Christ’s Name,

L
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CHURCH EVENTS AND NEWS

Please check the calendars at the end of this newsletter.

MEMBERSHIP CLASS

Membership class will take place Sundays after Fellowship in
the Rectory Living Room: on October 2, 9, and 16.

New members will be received on October 23.

In the past 15 months, we have received more than 20 new
members and received others who have joined Trinity as
Associate Members and some who have returned to the
church. Among recent additions are:

Alcia Thoel, Jonathan Cedeno, Steven A. Arocha, Dianne Lynne
Naegel, Kendra Newton, Anna (Ania) Cieslik, Sarah Bailey,
Mark Victor Smith, Matthew Bishop, Chris Kimelman, Eric M.
Rodriquez, Dan Burkey, Paola A. Lopez, Daniel A. Cedeno,
Diane Forster, Elizabeth Lacks, Valerie Durante, Julie
O'Connor, Maryse Pagnard, Jake Leibold, Madhav Joshi,
Anthony & Dawn Manetta, and Jocelyn and Cory Hafer.

Welcome to Trinity!

TRAINING SESSIONS FOR ASSISTING MINISTERS AND CHALICE

BEARERS will occur on Sunday, September 18 after worship.
New procedures for using a pouring chalice (the common cup
will still be an offered option) and using the microphone for
Assisting Ministers will be taught. Pastor Paul and Worship
Board Chairperson Richard Walker will lead. Please try to
make this session; the first one in August was a victim of
Hurricane Irene. Contact Richard (walkRE60@cs.com) for
more information or if you have a question.

THE TRINITY FOOD PANTRY

The Trinity food pantry, a community food pantry serving
needy families in the Astoria/Long Island City area, is looking
for volunteers to help with packing canned goods in grocery
bags and helping to distribute bags of food to those who stop
by the church. Contact Powell Griggs
(powelleon@earthlink.net) to volunteer or for more
information about the pantry and current needs.

Distribution dates are twice a month, Friday at 6:30pm.

Look for announcements in the Sunday bulletin and by email
in First Day of the Week for current and urgent specific food
needs. A basket is provided in the Narthex for you to
deposit your donations, and these will be presented at the
Altar each week as a part of our offering to God for the care
of our neighbors. We thank you for your generous
contributions — helping to help those in need especially
during these trying economic times.

ACTIVITIES @ TRINITY

ANOTHER BARBECUE!
Labor Day Barbecue on — yes — Labor Day!

Why go out of town? Enjoy yourself — without having to
dodge trucks and cars or deal with the trains — at Trinity’s
fabulous Labor Day Barbecue, Monday September 5 from
12:00 Noon to 3:00 p.m. Bring your favorite side dishes,
snack food, dessert items, kids and, maybe, even your
neighbors to share in the food, fellowship, and fun. Have a
wonderful holiday weekend — spend part of it with us at
Trinity!

BIBLE STUDY continues on Tuesday evenings and Thursday
mornings. Currently, we are studying the Book of Genesis.
Bring your own Bible or use one of the versions of the Bible
that we have here at Trinity. More information is on the
“Regular Events” calendar page.

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH PLAYGROUP
Mark your calendars! Tell your neighbors!

Trinity’s Playgroup will resume on Wednesdays, between 3:30
and 5:00 p.m. Our first playgroup is on September 14, in the
undercroft. All mommies, daddies, and kids are welcome.
Ania Cieslik, Coordinator, will provide snacks and coffee for
the first meeting.

If you have any questions, contact Ania at
aniacus@yahoo.com, or (917)488-2624.

The second doors (with no outdoor steps and marked with
bright playgroup signs) on 37th Street will be open. Take the
stairs down to the undercroft to join us for daddy/mommy
fellowship, treats and, of course, coffee while the little ones

play!

NEXT WINE & CHEESE GATHERING
SEPTEMBER 21

The next Wine and Cheese gathering for Trinity Lutheran will
be held on Wednesday, September 21 @ 7:30 p.m. The
discussion will center around the novel, The Shack, by William
Paul Young. We ask, please, that you make sure to have read
the book before coming to the Wine and Cheese so that our
conversation will be stimulating. The book is readily available
at bookstores like Barnes and Noble. Hope to see you in a
few weeks!
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Upcoming Wine and Cheese Gatherings: October 19 &
November 30 in the Rectory Living Room. Check the Sunday
bulletin or our website during upcoming weeks for topics of
conversation.

YOUNG FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL

Join us for the beginning of the fall season of Young Family
Sunday School. Sunday, October 2 at 9:30 a.m. will be our
first session in the Undercroft Living Room. Christian
Ledesma and Pastor Paul lead parents/guardians and children
inlearning about God's ever present love, how to pray, songs,
crafts, life lessons. We welcome all our Trinity families to
come and explore the love of Jesus all together!

FROM KATE STUTZEL, PRESIDENT

Summer is a wonderful time to rest and relax. You may find
yourself spending more time eating watermelon, drinking
lemonade and going to the beach. But even during these lazy
days, your church family at Trinity is hard at work on things
that you can be a part ofl We are so blessed to be a
congregation that is not afraid to get its hands dirty. A small
sample of some of the works in progress:

e The Young Adult Retreat at Koinonia is fast approaching
(September 2-4). Special thanks to Christian Ledesma,
Emily Brobeck, and Rebecca Munz for their work
planning this event.

e Ania Cieslik has agreed to take over leadership of our
Toddler Playgroup. You've probably seen Ania chasing
after her daughter Lily on Sunday morning. We are glad
to know this ministry will be starting again in the fall.

e Erika Butler and Mary Grosse are hard at work organizing
the fast approaching(!) 2011 Christmas Fair. | can't wait
to see the lovely things our talented artists will have for
salel

Do you have an idea for a ministry or event you'd like to help
Trinity organize? Please come talk to me about it, I am all
ears! Let me help you make your Trinity dreams come true.

Kate Stutzel, Council President

FROM THE ORGAN BENCH

by William Easterling
Dear Friends,

These are exciting times for the music ministry at Trinity!
As many of you know, this week a Steinway Parlor Grand
piano will be delivered to Trinity on permanent loan from the
Lutheran Synod of New York. We are very grateful to Jay
Longan and his Committee that salvages musical instruments
from closed churches for the loan of this instrument. I know
it will enhance our worship experience on so many levels.
I am personally so excited and anxious to integrate this
instrument into our ministry! The Steinway Company tells me
this piano was built in 1903 and sold to a private citizen that

year. For more current information regarding the history of
this instrument, see Mark Victor Smith’s article in this issue.

Additionally, the three manuals of our historic Skinner
organ have been refurbished, so it will be back in partial
operation soon while the roof work over the organ continues.
Once the roof work is completed, I plan to play a recital for
the benefit of the organ fund this fall, and I am planning
concerts featuring our new Steinway piano once it is
refurbished, both in recital and accompanying solo voice and
choir. Look for dates of upcoming concerts once they have
been confirmed, and please plan to attend and support both
our members and guests as they make use of our beautiful,
reverberant sanctuary.

Our choir comes back next month and we are always
looking for new members —- no previous choral experience
isnecessary! We rehearse Tuesday evenings in the sanctuary.
following Pastor Paul’s Bible study, and on Sunday morning
prior to worship. If you are interested in joining, please see
me after services, or speak to any choir member.

This summer | have been reading a little book by the
eminent church musician Dr. Paul Westermeyer, Chair of the
Department of Music at Elmhurst (IL) College. In his book,
The Church Musician, he writes that the church is not some
mystical ideal or rough institution, but it is people,
specifically, people of God. Their (our) fundamental activity
is worship, liturgy, the work of the people of God; it is the
people’s service. We come to unity in praise by praying
together and by singing together the people’s song.

Dear friends, | encourage you to join with me in making
a joyful noise unto the Lord each time we come together in
worship. | invite you to sing out with your own God-given
voice. Dr. Westermeyer writes that a musician friend “once
told him he went to a church service and stopped singing so
he could listen. It sounded terrible, he said. Congregational
singing may sound terrible when judged by professional
standards because it is for participating, not for listening.”[i]

There is a story that American composer Charles Ives’
father, a fine musician with perfect pitch, was once asked
how he could stand to hear “old John Bell (...the best
stonemason in town) bellow off key. ” He replied:

“Old John is a supreme musician. Look into his face
and hear the music of the ages. Don’t pay too much
attention to the sounds. Ifyou do, you may miss the
music.”[ii]

Dear ones, | invite and encourage you all to sing out! Is
there a favorite hymn that you might suggest we sing on
Sunday morning? Please let me know and I will endeavor to
use it. Don’t be bashful!

To be continued. Soli Deo Gloria!
William

[i] Paul Westermeyer, The Church Musician. New York: Harper & Row, 1988, pg.28

lii] Henry and Sidney Lowell, Charles Ives and his Music. New York: Oxford
University Press, 1955, 24
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NEWS FROM THE YOUNG ADULT GROUP

YOUNG ADULT RETREAT SEPT 2-4 AT KOINONIA

Trinity will be joining with Young Adults from Grace
Overflows Lutheran Church and Advent Lutheran for a retreat
on Labor Day Weekend, Sept. 2—4, 2011. About 20 of our
members will be enjoying activities that include yoga, hiking
in the woods, great food and fellowship, bible
study/discussion, games, campfire, canoeing and kayaking.
Look for an article and photos in the next issue of Tidings!

YOUNG ADULT RETREAT PODCAST

A special thanks to Pastor Andy Fetters and Christer Gomes
from Grace Overflows for putting this podcast together. Click
here to hear a twenty-minute podcast featuring Pastor Elise
Brown from Advent Manhattan, Pastor Andy Fetters from
Grace Overflows, Pastor Danielle Miller from Oceanside, and
Trinity's own Pastor Paul. The young adult retreat is only a
week away and we're excited! If you are attending and have
yet to receive an email about transportation/the itinerary of
the trip, please email Pastor Paul.

WORLD VISION, TEAM TRINITY

The Young Adults at Trinity are looking to team up with
World Vision to run a half-marathon next year and raise
money for clean water projects in Kenya. If you're interested
in raising money for a great cause and getting fit while doing
so, email Christian Ledesma at c.a.ledesma@gmail.com.
No running experience is necessary - all fitness
levels welcome. For more information, check out
http:/teamtrinitynyc.weebly.com/ .

For more details about the Young Adult Group and its
activities, contact Christian Ledesma
at c.a.ledesma@gmail.com. Visit the Trinity Lutheran
Website at http://www.trinitylic.org

/ministries.php#youngadult.

NEWS OF MEMBERS

From Marc A. Stutzel, Seminarian:

MY SEMINARY SUMMER: NOTES FROM CPE
(CLINICAL PASTORAL EDUCATION)

When | meet someone new, or an old friend that I have not
seen in awhile, talk eventually stumbles towards what I do for
a living. Maybe it's an East Coast thing but New Yorkers do
talk a lot about what they do to pay the bills. If the person is
unchurched or unfamiliar with Lutheran Christian traditions,
sometimes just saying "I'm in seminary" isn't enough. A quick
five-minute spiel about what it means to be a pastor, a

description of the candidacy process, that a Master of Divinity
is a real graduate level degree, and how, in three years time
(God willing), Il be ordained, is usually thrown into the
conversation mix. "Oh," the other person will usually say, "so
that means you're off this summer." "Not quite" is how I
usually respond.

Part of the ordination track for all future pastors is
something called Clinical Pastoral Education (otherwise
known as CPE). Typically, after the first year of schooling, a
student (like myself) will spend 11 weeks of their summer
completing "one unit" of CPE. CPE isn't really about where
you take this course but rather what you're doing. The idea
is that candidates for ordained ministry should be placed in
a setting where they are interacting with people in their daily
lives, in their struggles, and in places where faith seems to
matter most. Across the nation, hospitals, nursing homes,
and hospice centers, all have programs where small groups of
students (usually five or six) are led by a supervisor to be
chaplains. Students are asked to meet with the sick, the ill,
the recovering, the angry, the sad, the happy, the joyous, the
weak - all who suffer, all who are in the midst of crisis, all
who are trying to seek meaning in a brand new stage of their
life. I spent my 11 weeks here in New York, at the New York
Presbyterian Hospital, Weill-Cornell Medical Center,
ministering to people where ever they are at.

As a hospital chaplain, I was assigned to three different
units and [ provided the spiritual and emotional care for 90
beds. As the member of a multi-faith department, it didn't
matter what the religion, faith, or lack-of-faith a patient had.
If they were in one of my beds, | was their chaplain. My job
was to assess where they were spirituality and emotionally.
Unlike the doctors, the nurses, or the social workers, I wasn't
there to fix them. Rather, I was there to walk with them,
wherever they were at. Happy, sad, depressed, anxious,
scared, worried, laid-back, a-okay - I was there to explore
with the patients what it means for them to be in the
hospital. For some, it was just a minor inconvenience. For
others, it was the first time they were confronted with the
fear of death. Some talked about their faith and spirituality,
others never did. Iled prayers with Muslims, Jews, Buddhists,
Catholics, Episcopalians, Pentecostals, Evangelicals, Unitarians
- but no Lutherans. No Lutherans (besides me) were on my
floors it seems.

The eleven weeks were very intense, very powerful, and -
to use a word that is used to describe most CPE experiences
- transformational. I spent a large amount of my time and
efforts in the Pediatric ICU. | met with families who were
watching their children slowly die and I met with patients
who were babies, infants, and teenagers who were recovering
from surgeries that gave them a new chance at life. On my
other floors, I met with patients who suffered from a variety
of heart issues, HIV, substance abuse problems, and others
who were only there to treat a simple infection and had no
care in the world. I began the eleven weeks with only a few
days training before being sent out to meet patients.
Through trial and error, through supervision and transcribing
my visits for feedback, I learned what | was doing well and
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what I needed to work on. I learned about my own fears and
how they were getting in the way of me exploring parts of life
with the patients. That's what it means to be "clinical pastoral
education." The education comes from doing, from failing,
and from getting it right sometimes.

I had some very intense visits - from leading prayers at the
bedside of a dying woman with a family who did not speak
English (and I didn't speak their language!), spending two days
with awoman who's husband perished (and being there when
he took his last breath), meeting inspiring children who beat
all the odds, adults who took their near-death experiences as
wake-up calls, and to one of my last visits where a baby
almost died in front of me. But even in the midst of these
intense visits or any visit | made (or saw) in the hospital, | saw
glimpses of what it means to be a Resurrection people. Even
in the midst of the dark moments in the hospital, joy, love,
mercy, grace, and forgiveness were being shown. And, above
all, God was in all those moments. At each bedside, God was
there. In the midst of the healing, God was there. In the
midst of the suffering, God was there. And even in the midst
of death, God was there. As Christ suffered on the cross and
as God reconciled a broken world back to God's self, suffering
doesn't have the last word. God does. There aren't many
experiences in my life where I have come face to face with
suffering of others on such a personal and intimate level on
a day by day basis. But the eleven weeks of CPE brought me
closer not only to the great vastness of human experiences
that surround me in New York every day, but I was also drawn
closer to Jesus himself. I knew my faith would grow during
this experience but I had no idea how much.

Mare

Marc A. Stutzel
7301 Germantown Avenue
Philadelphia PA 19119-1726.

Mark Victor Smith will be offering two concerts of the A
Potpourri of Song™ series of concerts in Greenpoint. The
concerts will be presented at St. Cecilia’s (The Parish of The
Divine Mercy), 84 Herbert Street, not far from the Graham St.
station on the L-Train and right off the BQE.

October features a reprise of NOT Bach!, a concert presented
last February at Trinity and at St. David’s in Massapequa Park.
Gina Haver, Soprano will join Mark in performing works by
Bach, Mozart, Schubert, and Mendelssohn. If you missed the
concerts in Feburary, you have another chance to catch it!

In November, Mark will join the music minister from the
parish to present a hymn festival.

Stay tuned for more information, or visit Mark’s blog,
http:/mvsqueens.blogspot.com

If you happen to see the movie “Another Earth” (in theaters
July 22nd 2011 with Fox Searchlight distribution), Natalia
Paruz coached actor William Mapother (“Lost”) to act as if he
plays a saw and, in the scene where he does, you hear playing
on the soundtrack! The music of the scene was composed by
Natalia’s husband, Scott Munson. You can hear the music at
www.scottmunsonmusic.com. Here’s some reviews of that
scene:

“..a heartbreaking solo with a bow and an old-fashioned
handsaw becomes one of the most moving musical moments
in memory.”

LA Times

“..the mostresonant scene is the one...(with)...amusical saw.
The eerily beautiful sounds cascade and twist though the air,
sounding like the precise halfway point between the music of
the spheres and a human sob.”

The Boston Globe

“In one of Mr. Mapother’s surprising turns, he plays a
soul-filling solo on a musical saw.”
Wall Street Journal

Congratulations, Natalia!

Chamber 16 Concert
Tuesday, September 13
8:00pm

Saint Peter's Lutheran Church
619 Lexington @54th St

$15 suggested donation

Photo by Harris Graber

Works by Bach, Trinkley, DeFalla, Eyat Bat

Chamber 16: Sharon Gunderson, violin; Ilya Speranza,
soprano; Natalia Paruz, musical saw, Mary Bopp, piano, and
string ensemble

Event page:
http:/mwww.facebook.com/event.php?eid=128728683888788

TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES

CRUISE AND TOUR: FOLLOW IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF ST.
PAUL IN GREECE AND TURKEY

Tuesday, April 10 to Friday, April 20, 2012

Join Pastor William Munz of Christ in Islip Terrace, Pastor
Craig Miller of Our Saviour's in Brooklyn and Pastor Paul
Milholland of Trinity in Long Island City/Astoria on a trip of a
lifetime!

Visit Athens, Corinth, Mykonos,
Ephesus, Patmos, Heraklion, Santorini,
Delphi, Kalambaka, Thessalonika. The
trip includes a three-day cruise on the
Aegean Sea.
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The cost is $2739, which includes airfare from NY, cruise, and
accommodations during the land portion of the tour in First
Class hotels (twin beds, double occupancy - additional cost
for single room). Meals included are breakfast and dinner
daily while on land and three meals a day during cruise.
There will be an English-speaking guide throughout.

Price does not include airline fees for fuel, taxes, etc.
estimated to be about $500.

Save your money and the date! A payment plan is available.
This tour is coordinated
through Nawas Travel.

Contact Pastor Paul or any
of the pastors listed above
for more information or to
participate.

FROMOUR NEW YORK SYNOD

LIVING INTO THE FUTURE TOGETHER

2011 Churchwide AssemblyThe work of the ELCA's 10,000
congregations is one of the highest priorities of this church.
Last week, the 2011 ELCA Churchwide Assembly endorsed
that priority and a series of other implementing resolutions
from the Living into the Future Together (LIFT) task force
that set a course for our church's future. In addition, the
assembly officially launched the ELCA Malaria Campaign and
adopted a social statement on genetics. You can view the
winning videos from the ELCA Video Contest, read sermons,
and see pictures at www.elca.org/assembly .

VOLUNTEER WORK DAYS AT KOINONIA
Saturday, October 15, 2011

Calling for volunteers to come to Koinonia to assist with a
variety of skilled and unskilled facility projects! Projects will
run from 9:00am — 3:30pm. Call the office to register,
(800) 980-2267, or register@koinoniany.org. Registration
opens 90 days prior to the work days. Overnight
accommodations are available at half-price!

FAMILIES ON THE GULF COAST
STILL NEED YOUR HELP!

Hurricane Katrina left a trail of destruction along the
Mississippi Gulf Coast that can still be seen today. Hundreds
of displaced families continue to struggle, living in unsafe
temporary housing. But that's changing — not just one family
at a time. Instead, entire communities are coming to life
through Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity. Be part

of a team the week of November 14th, 2011 to help build a
home for a family in the Biloxi, Mississippi area. Please
contact Todd Sorensen from Our Savior's Lutheran Church in
Glen Head, NY at: todd eric@yahoo.com. Registration must
be completed by October 14, 2011.

CELEBRATING WOMEN’S HEALTH & WEALTH.
Saturday, October 22, 2011

You're invited to attend a complimentary informational
seminar and workshop hosted by Thrivent Financial for
Lutherans on 9:00 am-4:30 pm, Martin Luther School,
Maspeth, NY. Morning refreshments and lunch will be served.
Reserve your spot now by calling (718) 478-3960.

ELCA RESPONDS TO AFRICAN DROUGHT

s g

In the Horn of Africa, the lives
and livelihoods of millions of
people have been devastated by
the worst drought in 60 years.
Crops have failed and water is
scarce. Desperate families are
abandoning their homes
seeking aid. Hundreds of
thousands of people have
already made their way to
refugee camps. Thanks to the
many water projects and other
sustainable agriculture projects
funded by ELCA World Hunger,
communities are making it through these hard times without
the suffering we have seen elsewhere. This long-standing
work will continue even as we address this year's crisis.
Thanks to your generosity, the ELCA has committed $1.25
million for drought relief work in the Horn of Africa. For
more information, to download a bulletin
insert, or to give now, visit ELCA Disaster Response
(http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/
Responding-to-the-World/Disaster-Response/
Ongoing-Responses/Horn-of-Africa-Drought_July-2011.aspx).

WOMEN OF THE ELCA GATHERING
and Kuow that (an G/ TOWOMEN and girls of all ages:

- Please join the Metro New York
Fu————q Women of the ELCA at their
Annual Gathering of Women on
September 17 at The Wartburg in Mount Vernon. The
gathering will feature worship services, engaging workshops,
our annual business meeting and board elections--plus the
opportunity to meet our sisters in Christ throughout the
Metro New York Synod! You do not have to be a part of an
active WELCA unit to attend; please feel free to invite your
friends. For registration and more information go to:
www.lwr.org/beinvolved/healthkit.asp.
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REPORT OF THE CHURCHWIDE ASSEMBLY

The 12th Biennial Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America was held Aug. 15-19, 2011, at
the Marriott World Center in Orlando, Fla. The assembly
included 1,025 voting members. The theme was "Freed in
Christ to Serve."

SUMMARY OF ACTIONS

Elca Malaria Campaign Officially Launched

The assembly officially launched the ELCA Malaria Campaign
under the auspices of ELCA World Hunger. Along with our full
communion partners, ELCA members will join with Lutheran
churches in Africa to work toward a malaria-free future. A
goal of the campaign is to raise $15 million over a four-year
period. The assembly acknowledged that gifts to the ELCA
Malaria Campaign are not intended to replace gifts to ELCA
World Hunger.

Genetics, Faith and Responsibility" Social
Statement adopted

The assembly adopted "Genetics, Faith and Responsibility," a
social statement on genetics. The statement, described as the
first by a North American church, develops a comprehensive
ethical framework for addressing advancements in medical
and agricultural research. It is the 11th social statement of
the ELCA.

Review Process for Social Statements Adopted

The assembly called for a review process of current
procedures for the development and adoption of social
statements. No new social statements will be considered until
a review process has been completed and shared with the
ELCA Church Council in the fall of 2012, followed by a report
to the 2013 Churchwide Assembly. During this time, the
process for developing the criminal justice social statement
and the justice for woman social statement will continue.

Living into the Future Together
Implementing Resolutions Adopted

There were resolutions put forth by the ELCA Church Council
and the Living into the Future task force, designed to set a
course for the ELCA's future and to consider this church's
structure and relationships.

* Churchwide Assemblies will transition from a biennial to a
triennial cycle, starting after the 2013 ELCA Churchwide
Assembly.

* The assembly also approved recommendations that focus
on strengthening connections within and across the
expressions and partner ministries of this church.

* Voting members of the ELCA Church Council shall include
the four churchwide officers and the chair of the ELCA
Conference of Bishops. Thirty-three members will continue to
be nominated by their synods; the council may not exceed 45
members. Additional members may be nominated by the
Church Council to ensure diversity and expertise. All will
continue to be elected by the Churchwide Assembly.

* The Congregational and Synodical Mission unit of the
churchwide organization will review a recommendation for
ministry with mentally and physically "handi-capable” children
and adults.

* The assembly invited members of the ELCA to initiate
collaborative work by congregations, synods, the churchwide
organization, institutions of the church and others to create
and support diverse non-legislative forums and events that
bring together leaders ofof this church to participate in
theological study and reflection, foster leadership
development and enhance the interdependence of this
church.

* The assembly provided a means to continue the work
assigned to the Living into the Future Together task force in
collaboration with the Church Council and the Conference of
Bishops.

Elca Budget Proposals Adopted

The assembly approved a 2012 current fund spending
authorization of $61,792,900, and approved a 2012 ELCA
World Hunger income proposal of $18,500,000. This vote
included approving a 2013 current fund income proposal of
$61,939,400, a 2013 ELCA World Hunger income proposal of
$18,500,000, and authorizing the Church Council to establish
a spending authorization after periodic review of revised
income estimates.

Memorials Adopted

The assembly adopted a variety of resolutions to expand
multicultural ministry, acknowledge the International Year for
People of African Descent and work to prevent bullying,
harassment and related violence.

* The assembly supported immigration reform and the
DREAM (Development, Relief and Education for Alien Minors)
Act, which would provide a path for citizenship for
undocumented high school graduates.

* The assembly received memorials related to investment for
positive change in Palestine, and encouraged members,
congregations, synods and agencies of this church to achieve
a deeper understanding of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

* The assembly also recognized and celebrated Lutheran
Campus Ministry and the central role of farmers and ranchers
in providing an abundant supply of food and fiber for our
nation and the world. The assembly declined to change
governing documents that would increase the number of
voting members to Synod Assemblies and Churchwide
Assemblies who are layperson.

Constitutional Amendments Adopted

The assembly moved to change ELCA governing documents
related to Living into the Future Together, the redesign of the
churchwide organization and other matters.

Resolutions from the Reference and Counsel Committee

The assembly considered and approved a variety of
resolutions on topics ranging from suicide prevention to
confronting injustices in immigration, from youth-related
matters to mission support.
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IGNITE YOUR LIFE — CREATIVE AGING SYMPOSIUM

Join visionaries, artists, religious
leaders, social workers, medical
persons, and others in
celebrating and affirming the
importance of aging creatively on
Sunday, September 18, 2011
from 2:00 PM to 5:00 PM at Long
Island Lutheran Middle and High
School

Sponsored by Lutheran Social Services of New York and The
Ammerman Center for Creative Aging. For more information
and to register visit www.igniteyourlife.info. Also, you can
contact the event coordinators:

Ausma Mursch 212-870-1130 amursch@lssny.org or
Mary Leake 516-884-7591 mleake@lssny.org

HOSPICE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Are you a good listener? University Hospice is recruiting
those interested in becoming hospice volunteer. Volunteers
are need in various areas such as, visiting patients in their
homes, nursing facilities or in the hospital. Volunteers are
also an essential part of their office and special projects. If
interested, please call (718) 226-6458. The next volunteer
training will be held on October 29th and 30th at University
Hospice, 256¢c Mason Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10305.

DO YOU KNOW YOUR HYMNS?

Dentist's Hymn.. . ............. Crown Him wiviay Crown
Weatherman's Hymn. . ... . .. There Sh&le Shoers oBlessing
Contractor's Hymn. . ............ The ChursfOndé-oundain
The Tailor'sHymn.. ....................... HolyHolyHoly
The Golfer's Hymn. ............. There Is@reen Hill Far
The Politician's Hymn. . ... ......... Sanding othePromises!
Optometrist's Hymn. .......... Open Miyes ThaMght e
The IRS Agent'sHymn.. . ....................

The Gossip'sHymn............................

The Electrician's Hymn. . ....................

The Shopper's Hymn.. . ................. SweeBye ad Bye
The Realtor's Hymn.. . . . . I'e GoaMansionJust Ovene Hillio
The Massage Therapists Hymn............... He Touchdde
The Doctor'sHymn..................... n

AND — For those who speed on the highway, a few hymns:

S55mph. ... ... God Will Take @diou

............. Lord)'m Coming Home
100mph. .............. Precious Menes

Gie measense diumorl_ad,
Gie mehegraced seajoke,
To gesome humautoflife,
And passantootherfolls.
AAAmen!!

WELCOME, STEINWAY!

A history of a piano, and the work of a unique committee.

On August 24, Trinity received delivery of a “new”
piano — that is, a piano new to Trinity.

This Steinway six-foot Model D “New York Drawing
Room Grand” was completed in 1904, probably at their
factory in Astoria. It was sold to a private person,
unidentified, who purchased it at Steinway Hall in Manhattan.

Where this piano was for the first 50 years of its
existence, and who owned it, is unknown. What is known, as
a former member of Salem recalls, is that Norman Myrvik,
Organist and Choir Director at Salem Swedish Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Bay Ridge, was using this instrument to
teach hymns to the Sunday School in the mid 1950s.

Mr. Myrvik took good care of the instrument. It shows
evidence of regular maintenance, most notably the shaving
and reshaping of the hammers that strike the strings.

Besides being used for Sunday School and other church
events in the undercroft of Salem, the piano was used to
accompany musical events produced by Mr. Myrvik.
Especially notable were his Opera nights and productions of
operetta, including those of Gilbert and Sullivan.

Around 1999, Mr. Myrvik suffered a stroke. He resigned
his position soon thereafter, having given Salem 50 years of
service as its chief musician.

In the fall of 2002, Mark Victor Smith became Organist
and Choir Director of the then approximately 50-member


http://www.igniteyourlife.info
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congregation. Immediately he noticed the value of this
unique and beautiful sounding instrument — its incredible
dynamic range, the sensitive key action, and its wonderful
sound, unique even for a Steinway.

A new piano technician, Ralph Burke, was hired to tune
and make minor repairs. (The previous technician had done
relatively poor work, and had offered Salem much too low of
a price to “cart it away.”) More extensive work followed, in
part thanks to a generous contribution from a member of
Salem.

Immediately, Mr. Smith started using the piano for
rehearsals, and, with the piano in suitably decent shape, he
began a concert series at Salem — which developed soon
thereafter into A Potpourri of Song™. He also used the piano
for rehearsals and for a few social events, other than concerts,
that the church presented.

After Mr. Smith left Salem a few years later, a theatre
group used the piano for their productions and rehearsals.
They kept the piano in good tune and in good playing
condition.

Unfortunately, Salem closed its doors on Epiphany
Sunday, 2010. (In fact, at least five Lutheran churches in our
Synod went out of existence that year.)

Meanwhile, a pastor of our synod who is also a long-time
member of the Organ Historical Society, the Rev. Leo Longan,
formed a committee to recycle pipe organs, pianos and tower
bells that become synod property through church closings.
With the support of the bishop and synod council, several
placements have been effected through the work of this
committee.

It is through this committee’s work and its due diligence
that we have been able to acquire, on permanent loan, our
Steinway piano. This type of music ministry seems to be a
relatively unique one for any denomination.

The committee for salvaging musical instruments and
equipment has also been doing the following:

¢ Sold an E.M. Skinner organ, quite similar to the
Trinity organ and originally at St. John’s in Bronx, to
a church in lowa This congregation is restoring the
organ strictly in accordance with the guidelines of
the Organ Historical Society.

e Put up for sale on the Synod website electronic
musical devices, keyboards, and equipment, offering
these at discount to New York Synod churches.

e Placed, on “permanent loan”, two other grand
pianos at qualifying churches within the New York
Synod.

e Is currently deliberating regarding the dispensation
of an 1888 Steinway 7' Model B grand piano,
salvaged from Bethlehem Lutheran (Pacific Ave. at 3™
Ave.).

Under the care of Trinity’s chief music minister, William
Easterling, the piano Trinity has obtained will undergo a fair
amount of restoration, rebuilding, and repair over the next
couple of months. Funds to help pay for restoration came
from the sale of the Skinner organ from St. John’s, Bronx.

Once the work on the piano is finished, Trinity will have
a beautiful sounding, “priceless” and historic instrument. We
thank God for the gift of this instrument; most certainly it
will add to the beauty of our worship and further enhance
Trinity’s musical outreach to the Astoria/Long Island City
community.

Mark Victor Smith

O forgivaess

Whether or not we are living in a war-torn location, an abusive
relationship, or in a neighborhood where significant violence is
commonplace, human injury happens. Even in the midst of our best
intentions, we all make mistakes and cause hurt from time to time. It
is difficult to get past our feelings of shame or self-righteousness in
order to engage in the challenging emotional work of restoring
relationships and healing relational fractures.

Here are some of the steps toward daily, interpersonal forgiveness
that Janis Abrams Springs suggests:

For hurt parties she recommends ten steps of acceptance:
Honor the full sweep of your emotions.

Give up the need for revenge but continue to seek a just
resolution.

Modulate any obsession about the injury and try to reengage
with life.

Protect yourself from further hurt and injury.

Frame the offending parties’ behavior in terms of their own
personal struggles.

Look honestly at your own contribution to the injury.

Look at the offending party apart from the injury, weighing the
good against the bad.

Carefully decide what kind of relationship, if any, you may want
with the offending party.

Forgive yourself for your own failings.
For the party who committed an offense:

Look at the mistaken assumptions you might have about
forgiveness and see if any of these assumptions are blocking
you from taking action to earn someone else's forgiveness.

Be willing to bear witness to the pain you have caused. Listen
with an open heart.

Apologize genuinely, non-defensively and responsibly.

Seek to understand your behavior and reveal the inglorious
truth about yourself to the person you have injured.

Work to earn back trust.
Forgive yourself for injuring another.


http://www.mnys.org/for_congregations/reusable_equipment/
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The Chr istmas Craft Fair A t Trinity Luthera n Church

Saturday, December 3 fr om 10am to 4 pm

By the time we gt togetherfor the Christmas &ir,
The Hrst Sundayof Advent has passed,
The Christmas season is in full swirg
Christmas Treesra gping up
And Christmas music is coming to oware fom eveywhere —
On 04 Deemberwe will light the seond cadle.
Shopping is on evgbodys “To Do” list —
And this is wherave come in!

The Sewirg Ladiesand manyhelping handshave prepaed an array of ornamats,
decoations for yur house iad home, andifis for family and fiends of all ags.

Scarg, mittens,socks pooties afgans babyquilts,andsomuchmorewill beavailable
for you.

A booktablefor theavidreader,with bookmarkgo helpyou
decide

Homemadecakes, cookies,andjamswill notonly putyouin themoodof theseason,
but also fill the sweet tooth of thosewlove.

A Raffletable,with prizes— dinnersshows aquilt, andmuchmore. Somewill win,
so come ad placeyour bet!

Sinceshoppingnakesonehungy, we areprepaedto satisfyyouwith homemadesoupshotdogs with all the
fixings,scrumptiousrumbcakefor your coffee,or justabagel w/creamchese— justwaitingfor youto enjoy
at lunchtime.

Now youknow the plan:

All this canonly cometo pass,f we cangetyour help. Adding more handcafted
items,wouldbewondeful andgive thefair evenmorevariety. Wenotonly needyour
hands, but alsoour idea.

Thebakesamongyou,| hope will comeforward with donation®©f homemadeakes
and cookis.

If noneof theseideasappedato youthenpleasgustcomeandhelpussetup andsell
on 12/03. Eitherafull dayor evenjust a coupleof hourswould be helpful — and
very much appeciged!

| Any queston you might have? Pleasedon’t hesitateto call Erika Butler at
(718) 726—-8882, osend an Bviail: ecbutle@erizon.net

(el ebrate Advent and Chri st nas!

Celebrate at the Trinity Christnas Gaft Fair!


mailto:ecbutle@verizon.net
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9/11 REMEMBERED — TEN YEARS AFTER

NJ Pipe Band.

Thursday September 8, 7:30 p.m.

The United Community Civic Association in a joint effort with the PORT AUTHORITY of
NY & NJ, cordially invite you to their 9/11 Memorial Candlelight Vigil at McManus
Memorial Park, 81st St. and Grand Central Pkwy., Astoria Heights

Mc Manus Park is the home of a grove of trees which was planted in memory of the Port
Authority employees and other Astoria area residents who lost their lives in the World
Trade Center on 9/11.

Performing at this event will be the Antioch and Ceeca Choir, Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
Church'’s Choir, the NYC Dept. of Correction Pipe Band, and the Port Authority of NY and

Candles will be supplied for use in the short ceremony, and refreshments will be served
after the service. Contact Anthony Meloni at Councilman Peter Vallone’s office (718 274—-4926) for more information. We welcome

and encourage everyone to come and participate.

Pan-Lutheran Commemoration of the 10th anniversary of 9/11
Sunday, September 11, 6:00 p.m.
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 3 W. 65th St. @ Central Park W.

Join us for a two-hour special commemoration of prayer and
remembrance. Atlantic District President David Benke and
Pastor Stephen Bouman, Bishop Emeritus, will offer reflections.
Presiding Bishop Mark Hanson will be present. A reception will
follow.

To see what other memorial events New York Synod
congregations have planned on and around September 11, visit
the New York Metropolitan Synod September 11 page.

Sanctuary Still, a 10th Anniversary Commemoration of 911
Sunday, September 11 at 3 pm
St. Ann & the Holy Trinity Church, 157 Montague St. Brooklyn.

Speakers, video tributes, and music will combine for a Brooklyn
Heights community commemoration of the events of 2001.
Musicians will include Grace & Spiritus vocal ensemble, the St.
Ann's Choir, and ensembles from the Brooklyn Symphony
Orchestra, the String Orchestra of Brooklyn, and the Brooklyn
Youth Orchestra. Gregory Eaton, Organist and Choir Master of
the host church will play the organ. All are welcome to this free
commemoration.

AR

Life Is Too Short: Stories of Transformation and Renewal After 9/11, written by former synod consultant Wendy
Healy, tells the story of how Lutherans came to aid of those affected by the terrorist attacks. Our own Synod’s Pastor

ﬂﬂ Tom Taylor and the work of Lutheran Disaster Response of New York are highlighted in the book.

Ll

ST S Y ——
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EVENTS IN AND NEAR OUR COMMUNITY

The Astoria Symphonic Choir will begin rehearsals for the Fall season on Monday, September 12 from
7-9 p.m. here at Trinity. The choir is actively recruiting new members — especially men! If you are
interested in singing, please check out the choir's website at: http:/sites/google.com/
site/astoriasymphonicchoir/home. Or email Choir Master Adam Eggleston (astoriachoir@gmail.com)
for more information about auditions. Trinity members Dan Burkey, Kendra Newton, Eric Rodriguez
and Richard Walker would love to welcome you to the group.

The Choir will be doing one of their concerts at Trinity: “Shakespeare and Song” will be presented on
Sunday afternoon, March 25, 2012 at 3 p.m., It will be an afternoon of choral music celebrating
Shakespeare's immortal words in musical works spanning the centuries of his influence. We very much
look forward to hosting this concert.

CONCERTS AT CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER

Concerts at Church of the Redeemer are held on the third Sunday of every month from
October to May at 6pm. Church of the Redeemer is at 30—14 Crescent Street in Astoria,
just south of 30th Avenue. The nearest train is the N or Q at the 30th / Grand Avenue
station. Suggested donation: $10.

October 16 - Christopher Bradshaw, piano and Ben Rydell, trumpet
November 20 - Maxim Anikushin, piano

December 18 - Christmas Concert

MASS CHOIR CONCERT AND ORGAN RECITAL
IN OCTOBER

The Queens Chapter of the American Guild of Organists will
present a free concert on Sunday, October 30, 4:00 p.m. at
Immaculate Conception Roman Catholic Church, 86-45
Edgerton Blvd., Jamaica Estates. This concert will feature a
choir comprised mostly of singers from Queens A.G.O
member’s churches and synagogues. Members of the
Queens Chapter will also present music on Immaculate
Conception’s fine pipe organ.

Trinity’s Organist and Choir Director, William Easterling, and
member Mark Victor Smith both belong to the A.G.O. Mr.
Smith will be participating in the concert. The Queens
chapter is well known for the wonderful receptions they
provide after their events. Come and enjoy a wonderful late
afternoon of beautiful music presented by our area’s fine
church musicians.

CH, DCE SYMPHONY

(TR il

Music for 'O:'Ean

Sunday, September 25, 2011 — 7:00 pm
Gregory Eaton on the Landmark EN, Skinner orpan

Eoggmiad lonatien: 12908 pr 82000 Bodoote'Senlor
FPrvvsegs o Bepeflithe Orpan Reswrirtlon Frofect

Proaram to liefode
Crersin Bregperpial Murch - W illiss Walles
Prohide smoari Ol Ads ~ Ay Baich
Revoapestin - Melen Seales Wentheomb
Owghti, Timibral & D — Jahidnidg Midnhiis M ichal
Pl Profude - Jakn Fusna
Symphouin ¥1 0 Miner - Charles-Marks Widar

=7 Avm & THE HOLY TRINMY EPsCoRs CHLIRCH
TN & MOWTRELE STREETR
Brezarien Hemars, MHew Yo
Inrompasrn 7 | & D7 S 0060
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A Tributdo Aliee Parker,ChoralCompes, Conductoand Te&er

Join us in downtown New York City for a Thursday, October 13", 1:00 p.m. at Trinity Wall Street
weekend of tribute to the work of Alice
Parker. Mark Victor Smith and many
others have participated in her
workshops, sung in concert under her
direction, performed her compositions Friday, October 14™ at the Parish Hall, Trinity Church
and arrangements, and heard her on A 6:00 p.m. — Dinner with Alice

Prairie Home Companion. She has been a
fixture of the choral scene for over 60
years. The late Robert Shaw, former
Music Director and Conductor of the Dinner and Concert Tickets: $125.00
Atlanta Symphony Orchestra, said of her,

Excerpts from Songs for Eve and dialogue between Alice Parker and jJulian
Wachner, Director of Music and the Arts at Trinity Wall Street. This event is free
and open to the public.

8 p.m. — Songs for Eve by Alice Parker, text by Archibald MacLeish.
Conductor: Julian Wachner

! ) Concert only (also available at the door): General $25.00,
...she possesses a rare and creative Students and Seniors $20.00
musical intelligence."

Sunday, October 16", 2:00 p.m. — Hymn Sing, lead by Alice Parker
To the right are the events, to take place Y P Y 8 Y

at Trinity Wall Street & St.Paul's Chapel, Singing from the newly published Melodious Accord Hymnal. This event is
74 Trinity Place, New York, NY. firee and open to the public.

More information at the event website: http:/aliceparkertribute.blogspot.com/

30488

A VISIT FROM PASTOR MICHAEL CHURCH AND TERRI LUPER AND THEODORE

By Margaret E. Pross

OnJuly 9, 2011 we were delighted to host a get together at Trinity for our former Pastor, Pastor Michael Church, his wife Pastor
Terri Luper and their son Theodore. This was the first time they were back in New York City after spending almost two years as
Metro New York Synod’s Missionaries in Cluj, Transylvania, Romania.

Pastor Church gave a very interesting overview of what it has been like for them to live and work in Romania. Pastor Luper
brought beautiful Romanian handcrafts to show us. These were very intricate and delicate necklaces and bracelets made with “seed”
beads. Trinity’s Sewing Ladies were particularly interested in the crafts but this particular bead art is way beyond our Ladies’ talents
at this point. However, Pastor Luper showed us a very interesting hand knitted “purse”, and one of the Ladies has been brave
enough to attempt re-creating one. Of course, the discussion and presentations were not complete without questions from the
audience regarding the Church’s visit to Dracula’s castle in Transylvania.

It was so much fun seeing Theodore again. He enjoyed playing with some of the toys from our children’s room. He was also
happy to hear an update on how great Kitty is doing while reminding me that Kitty “used to be his cat!”

No one needed to go to the kebab stand on Steinway Street that day. We had our very own chicken kebabs, hot dogs, and
hamburgers, perfectly barbequed in Trinity’s yard. We did not forget the vegetarians and served them tofu hotdogs and veggie
burgers. Also on hand were an array of salads and luscious desserts, including a celebratory cake.

It was a really fun and interesting event, and we hope the Church’s visit their Trinity family in Long Island City again. Much
thanks and recognition goes to everyone who shopped, set up tables, barbequed food, and brought salads and desserts .
Without all of you these events would not be possible.


http://aliceparkertribute.blogspot.com/
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BETTER THAN BURGERS

Our first afternoon in the United States, we went out for big, juicy hamburgers, and washed them down with root beer.
This, for us, was the essence of comfort food: things we take for granted when we have them, and miss when they are gone.

After two years of service as missionaries in Romania, this summer marked our first visit to America. It is tempting to call
it a trip “home,” but that would be misleading. Like any pastors, our home is in the place where God has called us to preach the
Word and celebrate the sacraments. Our home, for now, is Romania. Still, the trip to America was exciting, and one of the
most exciting parts of it was our visit to Trinity Lutheran Church.

It was a joy for us to walk the streets of Astoria again, to stay with friends who live a few blocks from church, to take
Theodore to his favorite playgrounds. It was a joy to see the church building — for Theodore to see the font in which he was
baptized, and — yes -- for Michael to see the new steeple, standing proudly in the sun. It was an even greater joy to see so many
of you again, at a wonderful luncheon in the undercroft. Your faces, your voices and your stories were among the things we
have missed most, and which gave us the greatest comfort. That was better than hamburgers and better than root beer.

Our only regret is that we couldn’t come back again, to visit with all the people we couldn’t see the first time. Every one
of you is special to us.

Thank you for your friendship. Keep us in prayer, and know that you are in our prayers as well.

Pastors Terri and Michael Church

SOME PHOTOS:

Cutting the Cake Miriam ad Paor Churh Chatting
in the yard

ﬁ k\z ' |
Pastor Michael talking about the
family’s ministry in Romania

et @ mi Ist,,

" - Visit www.EnglishMinistryRomania.org to learn more about Pastors Michael and Terri Church and the Metro NY
# Synod’s ministry in Transylvania.

To receive monthly email updates, please write to PastorMichael@EnglishMinistryRomania.org
and include “SUBSCRIBE” in the subject line.
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TRINITY HANDBELL CHOIR PERFORMS AT 9TH ANNUAL NYC MuSICAL SAW FESTIVAL

By Natalia Paruz

Photos by Harris Graber

July 16™, 2011 marked Trinity Handbell choir's second time
performing at the annual NYC Musical Saw Festival. Directed
by Richard Walker, the handbell choir accompanied musical
saw player, Natalia Paruz on two classical pieces -
“Gymnopedie” by Eric Satie and Pavane by Gabriel Fauré.

The annual NYC Musical Saw Festival, for which Trinity
Lutheran Church is a fiscal conduit in the attainment of
government grants, received a “Citation of Honor” from New
York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg last year. This year, New
York State Assembly Member Aravella Simotas presented the
Festival with a Citation of Honor for “nine years of artistic
excellence in Astoria.” The festival received favorable reports
in the Daily News and the New York Post as well as several
television stations including FOX5, WNBC, NY1, and Reuters-
TV.

The festival presented 37 musical saw players who came
from as far away as India, Japan, Germany, and Sweden, and
included some who live right here in Astoria and Sunnyside.
Among the many performances in the four-hour long concert
was a world premier of a composition written for four musical
saws and piano and commissioned by the festival: “Courts of
Heaven” by Eyal Bat. This is a historical first for the art form of
playing music on a carpenter’s handsaw, since it is the first
time a composer set out to write for this particular
instrumentation. The piece resembled a fugue, featuring
passages with harmony as well as individual solo lines. Trinity
member Judy Dimino provided gentle piano accompaniment to
the otherworldly choir of saws.

Natalia “Saw Lady” Paruz, founder and director of the
annual festival, presented a few pieces from her new album, I
Saw the Future: “Bend” and “Ars Longa Vita Brevis” — two
pieces for string quartet and musical saw by Scott Munson —
and “Air on the G String” by J.S. Bach. (I Saw the Future is
available from www.cdbaby.com/Artist/NataliaParuz,
Amazon.com, and iTunes [search “Natalia Paruz”]).

Poet Willa France recited two of her poems about the
musical saw, and twelve visual artists presented their paintings
inspired by the musical saw. A little girl named Lillian Carver
was so inspired by the art exhibit that during the concert she
asked for a piece of paper and drew her own impression of the
concert, depicting the music as heavenly by sketching the “Saw
Lady” playing on a cloud!

Many musical saw solos and duos followed, and a band
featuring the musical saw, the “Roe Family Singers”,
performed. The festival featured a wide variety of music —
classical pieces of composers like Liszt and Beethoven, pop
classics such as “Mona Lisa” and “Bessame Mucho’, religious
tunes like “How Great Thou Art”, and music from movies like
“Pure Imagination” from Willy Wonka and the Chocolate
Factory, to name some. The concert ended with the “Chorus
of the Saws” — all saw players playing “Ave Maria” and “Over
the Rainbow” together. Eerily mesmerizing, 37 saws playing
together is certainly an unearthly sound unlike any other.

After the concert saw players were treated to four
workshops that ranged in difficulty from beginner to advanced.
To celebrate the success of the festival, ‘Opa!’ Greek restaurant
received an influx of diners carrying musical instruments that
evening. The festival, made possible in part with funds from
the Decentralization Program (a regrant program of the New
York State Council on the Arts administered by the Queens
Council on the Arts), was also supported by local merchants
who displayed the festival’s poster in their storefront windows.

Videos from the festival (including reports of the festival by
NY1 TV and Reuters TV can be viewed at
www.MusicalSawFestival.org.

(Editor’s note: Natalia has a wonderful performance coming up.
Check under “Member’s News” for more information.)
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THE WEBSITE FOR TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

Here you’ll be able to see the latest news from our church. Read
Trlnlty Lutheran Church about educational opportunities, social events,. and the activities

of our many groups. Check the calendar for times and dates of
Long Island City, New York upcoming special events. Read about our church, it’s personnel,
and it’s ministries. Click links that will allow you to contact
someone at Trinity or take you to various websites. And much
more!

Home About Worshi Calendar

Grab a cup of coffee, pull up a chair and join us at the table for

a conversation about what it means to “live Lutheran.”

LivingLutheran.com serves up a daily blend of culture,

‘ . . conversation and community for ELCA members and friends.

A A‘"'I"? blend O'P' 5'}'0'?'!6'5, CUHUV'E avd CC"""'-W"-MF}W We ’re looking for answers about what it all means and hope

you 'll stop by to put in your 2 cents.

It’s all about Lutherans. You won 't find breaking news here, although there’s plenty of
commentary on what ’s happening in the world and what ELCA members think about it.
Daily you'll be able to meet fascinating ELCA members, find resources for congregations,
watch videos that inspire and amuse and share what’s on your mind.

It’s all about conversation. You ll find plenty of opportunities for conversations on both
lighthearted and serious topics. We 're deeply committed to the quality and tone of
those conversations and hope you will be too. We want to make sure this is a space
where you feel comfortable sharing your experiences, ideas and faith story. Take a look
at our Community Policy to find out how you can add to this dialogue.

It’s all about YOU! It turns out that Lutherans are truly remarkable folks, but they just
don 't talk about it that often. Join us at the table. Listen in on the conversations. Learn
from your neighbor. And don 't leave until you've added your insights.

(We ’re probably being a bit presumptuous, but we like to think that Martin Luther would approve.)

http:/www.livinglutheran.com/

- See the breadth and depth of our church's

Hond In Hond global ministry and of how God is
— L = i transforming lives through our work together

el W] Bl BTY B "" by signing up for the ELCA Global
Links e-letter, Facebook, or Twitter. Check it

out at http://www.elca.org/global-links.



http://www.trinitylic.org/
http://www.livinglutheran.com/
http://www.elca.org/global-links
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Our New York Synod website has a new design! This site is
replete with information about our ministry as Lutherans.

There is a lot to read — news of New York Synod activities,

personal Faith Resources, information on our missions,
calendars listing Synod events and congregational events,
educational opportunities — and much more.

Take a visit and find out more about your church and your
faith:  http:/www.mnys.org/

REFLECTING ON REFLECTING

Evangelical Mission Blog
Written by Pastor Jack Horner

Pastor Jack Horner shares his thoughts
about evangelical mission:

.| “Reflection is crucial for life in the
“ church,” writes Pastor Jack Horner,

Assistant to the Bishop for Evangelical
Mission, in a recent blog post. “The word ‘reflect’ literally
means ‘bend back.” How do we bend back to our baptism
and to the amazing grace we were bathed in? How do we
bend back to the core of who we are?”

TWO PARTIES PRAY TO THE SAME GOD, BUT
DIFFERENT ECONOMISTS.

By Michael Gerson, Published: August 4

With varied motivations, human beings tend to invoke the
name of God in foxholes, in the throes of passion and in
budget debates...

http:/www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/two-parties-
pray-to-the-same-god-but-different-economists/2011/0
8/04/g1QAd]86ul story.html

PASTOR PAUL'’S facebook SITE

Become a friend with
Pastor Paul on facebook.
Browse through the many
photographs that he has
posted and enjoy the social
networking features that
facebook has to offer.

http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=623620108

THE WORLD ACCORDING TO MARK VICTOR
(BLOGGER)

Can’t resist a little bit of self-promotion here! [ never
know when [ will get the urge to post
something — a comment about a current event, cooking
tips, or a photo. Enjoy my
occasional creative writing outlet at:
http:/mvsqueens.blogspot.com. I'm also on facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/index.php?lh=480ba7b125c¢
1¢6221e238c96106d707a&

If you have a personal website or a website of general interest to our readers that you’d like to include in the
newsletter, please send information and a link to: mv.smith@verizon.net.



http://www.mnys.org/
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=623620108
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/two-parties-pray-to-the-same-god-but-different-economists/2011/08/04/gIQAdJ86uI_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/two-parties-pray-to-the-same-god-but-different-economists/2011/08/04/gIQAdJ86uI_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/two-parties-pray-to-the-same-god-but-different-economists/2011/08/04/gIQAdJ86uI_story.html
http://mvsqueens.blogspot.com
http://www.facebook.com/
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Tidings o Praye

During our intercessions we speak a number of names. Several members have
expressed an interest in praying for these persons during the week. If you would like
to submit a name of a person to be listed in the bulletin, please email the church
office or contact Pastor Paul at paulbmilholland@yahoo.com. Only the names will be

H]‘.‘:Ullr]'_':“;ll'q listed, not what we are praying for or who submitted. Feel free to fill out a prayer
2 1 L

—FOR—

card and give it to an usher to hand to Pastor Paul.

PRAYER

%F‘

“I urge... that requests, prayers, intercession, and thanksgiving be made for everyone.” (1 Timothy 2:1)

from Lutheran Book of Prayer, pg.163.

We pray for those who are ill and those experiencing difficulties:

Diane Naegel, Regina Werz, Beulah Spillman, Pastor David Meyers, Jo Ann Meyers, Robin Badanes,
Stella Nicolou, Gerry Edmondson, Ted Edmondson, Anaie Franke, Eddie C. Franke, Sr., Joey
Franke, Diego and Tiffany Gallina, Lucas Ferrara, Inez Linzmeyer, Gumesinda Garcia, Pedro Lopez,
Mary Jane Smith & Family, Ruth Ann Smith Abrams, Donald Smith, The Bimbose, Elfrieve Giordano
& Family, Robert Newton, Emily Snow, Emilia Torres, Nicole Bickman, Mary Black, Brian Haab and
family, Angela Marino, Christine Soja, Carol Geduldig, Betsi Nemeth, Jodi, Adam, Ethan Self,
Margaret Jirinec, Pastor Craig Miller and Family.

We pray for those recovering from illness.

We pray on the tenth anniversary of 9/11 for:

Our own Mary D'Antonio who was killed in the WTC attack; those still suffering effects of this
disaster, both mental and physical; those who lost loved ones (especially Anthony D'Antonio),
friends, and colleagues.

We pray for those affected by natural or manmade disaster and war:

We

We

The people of Japan affected by the earthquake and nuclear plant fallout; the people of Somalia
and Ethiopia and for the aid workers striving to ease hunger; the people of Libya and Syria; the
people of Israel and the West Bank; those affected by hurricane Irene; all others of our brothers
and sisters worldwide suffering from disaster and war.

pray for continued spiritual health and growth of the Lutheran Church, its Synods, and its
congregations.

pray for those who mourn and give thanksgiving for the lives of those who have died in
months past:

Fred Reiff (February 2011), Dorothy Stober (March 2011), Mildred Lederer (July 2011)


mailto:paulbmilholland@yahoo.com
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In July 2008 the National Geographic collected
saliva samples of 193 people randomly approached
on 30™ Avenue in Astoria. An analysis of those
samples showed that people in Astoria represented
the genetic lineages of virtually all peoples from all
continents.

If you walk the streets in Astoria and observe all
their inhabitants, this conclusion is hardly
surprising — people have come here from all over
the world. Women in saris are walking hand in
hand with women in burkas, Spanish-speaking kids
mingle with Asian kids on the playgrounds, and
Greek, Italian and Arabic languages can be heard in
all the vegetable markets in the neighborhood.
What is remarkable about this diversity is how
peaceful and amicable it is. The neighborhood of
Astoria is known for its safety and its laid-back,
family-friendly character.

A group of researchers from Germany have
decided to find out what makes a neighborhood a
good place to live for people of different
ethnicities, people of different ages and stages in
life, and people in different economic situations.
They want to learn how to design more
neighborhoods that have a unique atmosphere like
Astoria. Is it something about the people here? Is
it something about the way the streets and houses
are built? Does it have to do with American values?
Or with historical development?

One way to find out is to ask the people who live
in Astoria about their daily experiences and daily
life. 1 was hired by the Max Planck Institute in
Germany to do precisely that. | want to talk to as
many Astorians as possible to record their opinions
about the neighborhood and their stories of living
here. At the end of my project, together with my
supervisor, | am planning to write a book about this
unique place.

A QUALITY NEIGHBORHOOD RESEARCH PRO]ECT
Anna Cieslik

Trinity Lutheran Church seems to be a great
place to meet people to interview — it is a
welcoming congregation that serves a very diverse
community. [ would like to ask everyone to talk to
me about how they had come to live in Astoria and
how they like it. 1 really do want to talk to
everyone — it doesn’t matter if you are old, young,
retired, working, studying, whether you had lived
here for a month or for thirty years — all
experiences count and contribute a unique
perspective to the whole. If you are worried about
being cited in a book — don’t worry. I will
preserve the anonymity of the people that I
interview.

Please call me at (917) 488-2624, or email me at
cieslik@mmeg.mpg.de. We can meet and chat over
coffee and cookies! By helping me you will be
supporting research that encourages the
development of quality urban neighborhoods — and
that just might help make the world a better place.

3 4p-J et

Anna Cieslik (who prefers to be called Ania ) was born in
Poland, in Gdynia - a city on the Baltic Sea. She has traveled
quite a lot in her life — she has lived in the Netherlands,
Hungary, England, California, and Massachusetts.  Her
husband, Daniel, is Hungarian. Anna and Daniel got their
PhDs in the United States and arrived in Astoria in September
2010. They love the multicultural character of the
neighborhood and the friendliness of people they meet on the
street. Daniel teaches European history at Hunter College, and
Anna works for a European research institute. When not
working, Anna spends time looking after their daughter, Lily,
who is 14 months old, and their Chihuahua, Pickles. She also
likes to visit the local library on Broadway to get her weekly
dose of crime novels and romances. Starting in the fall, Anna
will run the children’s playgroup at Trinity.
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ABOUT OUR CHURCH

Trinity Lutheran Church was formed in 1890 by German
immigrants emigrating from Lower Manhattan. As the ferries and
bridges were built and connected Astoria and Long Island City with
Manhattan, Trinity prospered. Services were originally conducted
in German but shifted to English by the 1920s. Every Advent, a
special German Christmas service is held at Trinity in honor of our
roots.

The current church building opened in 1927 and is listed on the
National Register for Historic Places. Containing an historic
Skinner organ, beautiful wood carving, and elaborate stain glass
windows, Trinity, as a building, is a gorgeous neo-Gothic building.

But our congregation is more than just an historic building! We
are a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
with a diverse membership that reflects our multicultural
neighborhood. Our congregation is comprised of members from
many countries, varied ethnic and racial groups, and different
sexual orientations. Young families baptize their children here,
twenty- and thirty-year olds form lasting friendships, and long-
time members serve as the foundation of this, our Welcome Place.

UPCOMING EVENTS AND SERVICES AT TRINITY

September 2—4
YOUNG ADULTS RETREAT at Koinonia.

Sunday, September 5
LABOR DAY BARBECUE at Trinity from Noon to around 3:00 p.m.

Sunday, September 18
MINISTERS’ TRAINING SESSION in the Sanctuary following 10:30 Holy Eucharist.

Wednesday, September 21

WINE & CHEESE CONVERSATION GATHERING at 7:30 p.m. in the Pastor’s Living Room. A book discussion
centering around The Shack.

Sunday, October 2
MEMBERSHIP CLASS after Holy Eucharist and Fellowship (approx 1:00 p.m.) in the Pastor’s Living Room.

Sunday, October 9
MEMBERSHIP CLASS after Holy Eucharist and Fellowship (approx 1:00 p.m.) in the Pastor’s Living Room.

Sunday, October 16
MEMBERSHIP CLASS after Holy Eucharist and Fellowship (approx 1:00 p.m.) in the Pastor’s Living Room.

Wednesday, October 19 and November 30

WINE & CHEESE CONVERSATION GATHERING at 7:30 p.m. in the Pastor’s Living Room. Subject to be
announced.

In October and/or November
ORGAN RECITAL by William Easterling, our Organist. Date and time to be announced.
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REGULAR EVENTS AND SERVICES AT TRINITY

(Check with the contact person or with the church office. Some events may periodically “go on
vacation” during certain times of the year. Where necessary, that has been indicated.)

................................... ChoirRehearsal...................................... Nave
............................. Young Family Sunday School. ..........................Undercroft
(Begins October 2)
10:30am. ..o Holy Communion. ......... ... oo, Nave
After 10:30 am service............ooveuvnnen... Fellowship........ .. o i i i, Undercroft
1230 pm.. oo Handbell Rehearsal. ......... ... ... . .. . ot Balcony
MONDAYS
7:00 pm—9:30pm................. Astoria Symphonic Choir Rehearsal. ........................ Sanctuary
Sept.-Dec, Jan.-May. Contact AstoriaChoir@gmail.com for membership information
TUESDAYS
10:00am. ..o Sewing Ladies.......... .. i Undercroft
7:00 pm (Last Tuesday of the month)......... Young Adult Group. ........ oot Undercroft
700 M. oo Bible Study....... ... Undercroft
8:00 pmM. ..o ChoirRehearsal......... ... ... o i it Sanctuary
WEDNESDAYS
330 pm—5:00pm........oiiii . Trinity Play Group.......coovii i i ie i Undercroft
7:00 pm (Second Wed. of month). ............ Church Council. ........ ... .. i Undercroft
7:30 pm (Once a month). ........ Pastor’s Parlour (Wine/Cheese/Conversation). ............ Pastor’s residence
THURSDAYS
11:00am. ..o Bible Study....... ..o i Undercroft
FRIDAYS
6:30 pm, twice per month. .............. Food Pantry Distribution................ Undercroft (37" St. door)
W S CE. -
Trinity Tidings is published quarterly by: The Rev. Paul B. Milholland, Pastor
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church Cell Phone: 631-991-0491
31-18 37th Street, Long Island City, Ny 11103 Email: PaulBMilholland@yahoo.com
Tel: 718 278 0036 Fax: 718 278 3727 (Note: Pastor’s day off is Monday.)
Email: Office@TrinityLIC.org
website: http:/www.TrinityLIC.org TRINITY STAFF:
. . . . Nadine McKenzie, MBA. . ......... ... ... ... Parish Secretary
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) William Easterling, MSM............... Organist and Choir Director
Church Office Hours 9:00am - 1:00pm, Monday - Friday Isaac Parks, Jro.....ooov Parish Sexton
Trinity Tidings editor: Mark Victor Smith Kate Stutzel, Congregation President
(mv.smith@verizon.net)
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